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grandc histoire et qui furent, en tous siecles, la route des invasions. Quand j'avais huit ans, j'ai vu la retraite de MacMahon et du general de Failly aprfes la bataille de Froeschwiller et tout derriere eux 1'arrivee odieuse des Prussiens,'l
Barrfes had seen with the impressionable eyes of a child enough of the tragedy of defeat and the insolence of conquest to furnish the basis for a life of political action. He remembered the weary and haggard Turcos streaming back in dejection from the field of Froeschwiller, the first Uhlans, revolver in hand, crossing the bridge at Charmes in the dusk of evening, the candles which by command of the conquerors were lit in every window of the village, the seizure of his father and grandfather as hostages to safeguard the trains, the murder of the chemist Marotte in the village street. On a sensitive artiA-nature such experiences make an impression which colours every activity of the mind; an impression the more formidable seeing that it is of a kind eminently communicable to beings of the most ordinary clay.
These memories combined themselves with a vague and undefined aspiration towards a state of society governed more nearly as to its aims by the large popular instincts and traditions of the race, but in which military and clerical discipline should exercise a commanding influence upon character. The movement was not antagonistic to democracy, though its loaders rejected the particular form which democratic government had in fact taken in France* In all forms of Caesarism there has been a popular element, an appeal, as it were, from the refined philosophy of the Whigs to the elemental loyalties of the unlettered multitude,' to the sumptuous treasure of the popular soul*. It was so with Napoleon; it was so with Disraeli; it has been so with the Catholic nationalists in France. They believed in the existence of a Tory democracy, and thought with our own Jew Prime Minister that an aristocracy could be so transformed aa to undertake the neglected work of social reform, while giving effect to the full range of national ambition.
1 M. Barrfc, L* Union surfe, p, 347-